YEAR OF THE MONKE

Cultural
group
welcomes
Chinese
new year

BY MARY LANE GALLAGHER
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

A red and green fabric dragon with a
bright yellow head welcomed the Year
of the Monkey on kid-size feet at the
Northwest Chinese Cultural Associa-
tion’s annual Chinese New Year cele-
bration Sunday.

Parents with still and video cameras
jockeyed for best spots to see the feet
of dozens of youngsters carrying the
dragon over their heads, trailing it
through the packed tables at Fox Hall
on Bakerview Road, where about 200
people welcomed the new year with a
pot luck lunch, raffles, dances and
songs.

Chinese New Year doesn't officially
happen until Jan. 22, but that’s when
many people will be celebrating the
holiday with family overseas, said
David Hung, president of the associa-
tion.

The Northwest Chinese Cultural As-
sociation, made up of about 130 fami-
lies, serves as a “bridge” strengthening
the ties of local families to Chinese cul-
ture, said Hung, owner of Hong Kong
Garden Restaurant and Oriental Gro-
cery and Bakery.

About 30 families in its membership
have American-born parents with Chi-
nese-born, adopted children. Most of
the other families are parents born in
China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and other

See CHINESE, Page A8, Col. 1
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HEAD OF THE DRAGON: Anna McNabb (left) and Julia Morris, both 7 and
students at the Mei Hua Chinese School, hold up the head of the dragon during
the traditional dragon dance at the Northwest Chinese Cultural Association’s
Chinese New Year celebration Sunday afternoon at the Hampton Inn.




i Baptist Church, Hung said, and thought it would be a good way
Chlnese recently moved to Assumption mhﬁl}uﬂ“hmﬁ
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